This part of the work is interesting and valuable, showing, as it does in detail, the different kinds of ceramics and wherein that difference consists, a branch of the art which has been neglected by amateurs generally and for whose enlightenment this part of the work will be specially valuable.
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The second part deals with the history of ceramics. Its primary divisions are by the different kinds of pottery: mat, varnished, enamelled, fine, and ends with porcelain. Within the purview of each of these chapters, geographic subdivisions are made and the ceramics of the respective countries described. The book covers an enormous ranige. This is due to the definition of ' freethought' proposed in the introduction and faithfully upheld throughout. " For practical purpose, then, ' freethought ' may be defined as a conscious reaction against some phase or phases of conventional or traditional doctrine in religion-on the one hand, a claim to think freely, in the sense not of disregard for logic, but of special loyalty to it, on problems to which the past course of things has given a great intellectual and practical importance; on the other hand, the actual practice of such thinking (5). " Following out this definition, the work consists of sixteen chapters; these deal with priraitive ' Taking the author at his own word, and remembering the limits distinctly laid down in the preface, the book is an excellent one, and it ought to find its way into many hands. It will startle the smug obscurantist, and will afford the free man-who is much more common than Mr. Robertson thinks-many cues to follow up in further reflection. If the author would put his eighteenth century rationialism behind his back, he might produce a definitive history, not of free thought-for all thinking is free by the nature of the case-but of man's gradual rise to a more fully reasonable explanation of himself and his environment. The main part of the thesis deals with an investigation of the energy expended when iron is subjected to strain, part of the energy being expended in heating the iron, but the greater part being stored in the metal and manifesting itself in an increased tendency to corrosion and a higher electromotive force of contact between the iron and an electrolyte. Measurement of this increase of electromotive force while the iron was subjected to increasing stresses showed that a cuirve giving relation between stress and electromotive force is obtainable; this curve being similar to the stress-strain diagram, anid each curve showing clearly the point of elastic limit. The fact that a metal under'stress has a greater chemical activity will afford an explanation of many peculiar cases of corrosion, such, for example, as the peculiar appearance of hardened steel which has been subjected to electrolytic corrosion.
IN an article on Russian Museums, Mr. F. A. Bather thus discusses the question as to whether or not museums should send out collections for study: " The occasional loss of a specimen is nothing as compared with the increased value of a properly worked-out collection. If a museum is unable for any reason to send out collections to specialists, then it must have a large and properly paid staff. It is the business of a museum to enicourage culture and to be a headquarters of intellectual activity in its various departments. A slight experience serves to show that the museums which prosper
